


before them. Some have criticized the detail and length of Schaefer's text but it is precisely by
chasing the details and laying them out for all to see that Schaefer is able to demeonstrate the
dishonesty of the author to whom he is responding. Dr Schaefer is a lawyer by profession and
his legal skills are elegantly demonstrated in his argumentation and analysis.

D Schaefer's legal knowledge and experience are also utilized in his paper: "An Introduction
to Baha’i Law: Doctrinal Foundations, Principles and Structures," in Jouwrnal of Law and
Religion, 18, no. 2 (2002-3) 307-72. This is a ground-breaking paper that examines the
guestion of the bases and principles that might form the foundations of a foture system of
Bah&'i law. His particular focus in this paper is that of the interaction of the Baha'i
community with the state, an area that can be predicted to become of major importance in the
near future.

In the field of inter-religious dialogue, Dr Schaefer has also presented a number of papers
that have been included in various books such as his paper on religious fanaticism in Arun
Gandhi (ed.), World without Violence. World leaders share their commentaries on world
harmony, peace and justice (New Delhi, 1994, S, 212-214); on peace in Detlef Kréger (ed.),
Religionsfriede als Varaussefzung fiir den Weltfrieden (Osnabrtick, 2000) and on
Baha'u'llah’s unity paradigm in Diglogie and Universalism (Warszawa, vol. 6, no. 11-12,
1996, pp. 23-41).

His forthcoming volumes on Baha'{ Ethics {(volume 1, George Ronald, 2006) will again break
ground in a new [ield of Bah4'i scholarship. It is an area that has been sadly neglected and is
very necessary both for Baha'i self-understanding and for the better presentation of the Baha'i
Faith. Much other material that he has written remains for the present unpublished although
Dr Schaefer has been good enough to share much of it en his web-site
(http://www.udoschaefer.com). Indeed his generosity with his time and assistance to young
scholars has been a hall-mark of his impact on the world of Baha'i scholarship.

D Schaefer's work is not an easy read. His writing is dense and needs careful attention to
follow the thread. His line of argument is meticulousty thought through and always presented
with logic and copious evidence. His prolific references and notes provide excellent
background reading if one is interested in a particular point. He has pioneered many areas of
Baha'i studies and those who come after him will forever be in his debt for his insights and
breadth of knowledge. He has raised the standard of Baha'i scholarship in the West. In all of
his work, his wife Sigrun has been an invaluable support and collaborator.



